
Rain Garden Plant Zones  

Downspout  

In a natural setting, plants have adapted to particular growing conditions. For example, some plants 
tolerate dry conditions while other tolerate only wet conditions. Further, some plants prefer clay soil 
while others prefer loam or sand.  Your rain garden may have three separate zones: wet, moist or dry. 
The dry area is located on the berm, the raised soil that prevents stormwater from exiting the garden. 
The center of the garden may collect more water, but your yard slope will dictate the location of wetter 
areas. To determine the path of stormwater in your garden, try mimicking a rain event by using a hose in 
place of your downspout. The area where water collects is where you should plant your wet zone plants.  
Areas that receive initial runoff, but where the water does not collect after the event are suitable for the 
moist zone.  For garden construction and specifications, please refer to the Lake Michigan Coastal 
Program rain garden manual available for download at 
http://www.in.gov/dnr/lakemich/issues/cprprogram.htm 

Wet 

Plant Zone: Upland Moist to Saturated 

 

Moist 

Plant Zone: Upland Moist to Upland Dry 

Dry - Berm 

Plant Zone: Upland Dry 



Dry - Berm 

Plant Zone: Upland Dry 

Dry Zone 
Plants are suitable for dry areas of the garden such as the berm  



Dry-Moist Zone 
Plants are suitable for dry to moist areas  

Dry - Berm 

Plant Zone: Upland Dry 

Moist 

Plant Zone: Upland moist to upland dry 



Moist 

Plant Zone: Upland Moist to Upland Dry 

Moist Zone 
Plants are suitable for areas that receive runoff, but not where water collects for longer 
periods 



Moist to Wet Zone 
Plants are suitable for areas that receive little to a lot of runoff 

Wet 

 Plant Zone: Upland Moist to Saturated 

 

Moist 

Plant Zone: Upland Moist to Upland Dry 



  

Wet 

Plant Zone: Upland Moist to Saturated 

 

Wet Zone 
Plants are suitable for areas where water collects for longer periods of time 


